
19.75.081 Active fault considerations.

A. No critical facility (excluding transportation lines or utilities, which by their nature may cross active 
faults) or structures designed for human occupancy shall be built astride an active fault. A fault study 
must be prepared as defined in Sections 19.75.030 and 19.75.060, and Appendix A, prior to final 
approval of the land use or building permits. If a fault is discovered in the excavation for such a 
structure, whether located within a Special Study Area or not, a special study, as described in Section 
19.75.060 must be performed to determine if the fault is active. If the fault is determined to be active, 
the procedures set forth in Section 19.75.070 shall be followed. The fault study report shall establish a 
fault setback on either side of the fault following the requirements in Appendix A, within which no 
critical facilities or structures for human occupancy shall be placed.
B. No structure designed for human occupancy shall be built on a fault scarp. Footing setbacks from a 
fault scarp shall meet the requirements in Appendix A or the requirements of the Building Code, 
whichever is more stringent. The Planning and Development Services Director may increase footing 
setback requirements where information from a geotechnical report indicates slope conditions warrant a 
greater setback distance. (Ord. 1500 (part), 2002: Ord. 1267 § 4, 1994: Ord. 1074 § 2 (part), 1989).


